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Aaron  and  Audrien,  accompanied  by  two  P1  hostesses,  proudly  display  the  z-ddrive  and  propellers  of  the  new  engines  which  are  expected  to  power
Chaudron  Casino  at  Portomaso  to  success

New engines could prove
to be crucial this season
WWIILLFFRREEDD  SSUULLTTAANNAA

“Finally we will now be able to run at top
speed and will manage some extra few
miles an hour out of the boat. I truly
believe that if we had these engines last
year, we could have won the championship
so this season we’re going all out for the
title.”

This was a staunch statement made by
Aaron Ciantar driver of Chaudron Casino
At Portomaso when addressing the press
last Monday.

It was a well patronised Press Soirée held
at the Pintonino Restaurant, at the
Valletta Waterfront, where the organisers
of the 2007 P1 World Championship host-
ed the local media in an informal atmos-
phere mainly to present the local
participants, team and boat, and also to
present and discuss the latest information
on the sponsors, past winners, new teams,
boats, builders, pilots and any other point
of interest related to the P1.

It is now less than five weeks to go for the
start of what is expected to be an exciting

and spectacular 2007 Powerboat P1 World
Championship with Malta presenting the
backdrop to the first of a six-event chal-
lenging calendar, the Maltese Grand Prix
of the Sea scheduled for the weekend of the
5 and 6 May.

Yes, according to Aaron, the two new
Mercruiser 500efi engines could be the
vital ingredient needed for him and his sis-
ter Audrienne to have more podium fin-
ishes this season.  Besides the boat has
had a ‘cosmetic’ enhancement in the form
of a refined ‘nose’ which however will not
have any performance improvement.

The main speaker on the night was
Martin Allerton, Press and PR Manager of
the Powerboat P1 World Championship
who declared that at present there were 17
confirmed boats with a number of others
eagerly going through important and hec-
tic final decision-making moments con-
cerning crew and sponsorship
arrangements.

In the evolving story of the five-year-old
P1 Worlds one of the most encouraging
characteristics is the growing rich mix of

nationalities which really give that touch
of international representation – Belgium,
France, UK, Austria, Germany, Italy,
Malta with the possibility of China too. 

An interesting and significant participa-
tion is that of USA entrant Outerlimits, a
40’ canopied V-bottom which last year won
both the National and World
Championships of the Offshore Super
Series. Now Outerlimits Powerboats are
introducing the brand into Europe where
they are keen to boost their reputation,
and business, through a successful cam-
paign in the P1 Worlds.

Another exciting name on the P1 waters
will be sportscar racer and businessman
Massimiliano Ferrari, who will be com-
peting for Evolution Class honours with an
American-built Skater 399 powered by
Mercury Marine Racing engines.

“Yes, a lot is going on in the build-up to
what is anticipated to be a grand champi-
onship with the Maltese Grand Prix of the
Sea, the first moment of truth for crews
and machines, where all expectations will
turn into reality”, foretell Mr. Allerton.

Furtu Selvatico win third tournament
in the British Airways youth league
The third tournament from
the British Airways Youth
League 2006-07 proved to be
quite successful, considering
the good number of partici-
pants as well as the ever
improving standard of
wrestling seen in all weight
and age categories. 

Furtu Selvatico Wrestling
Team of Naxxar placed first
in the team classification
totalling 79 points, just two
points ahead of Stella Maris
College who this time had to

content with second place.
On the other hand Qawra
Wrestling Club came third
with 17 points.

The most interesting bout of
all was that between Adam
Vella of Stella Maris College
and Andrea Saliba of Furtu
Selvatico in the -60kg. After
each winning three bouts
these two most promising
young wrestlers met to decide
first place. 

Saliba narrowly won the
first period with Vella equal-

ising by winning the second
one. Towards the end of the
third and final period the
Stella Maris wrestler caught
his opponent into a tight hold
to finish winner of bout and
category. 

It was pleasing to note that
the bout was fought in the
best of sporting spirit as is
always the case in Olympic
style wrestling.

Other wrestlers who caught
the eye in this competition were
Aidan Buhagiar and Matthew

Bonnici, both of Stella Maris, as
well as young Duncan Farrugia
of Furtu Selvatico. Nine year
old Gary Giordemaina won the
-30 kg winning against Luke
Mifsud and Michael Saliba of
Qawra who were in their first
competition.

The competition officials
were Abraham Vassallo and
Lawrence Attard (Referees);
Manuel Cilia (Timekeeper);
Jesmond Giordemaina
(Weighing-In); Simon A.
Bonello- Coordinator)
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The cycling national cham-
pionship got underway last
Sunday with the first mass
start at Ta’ Penellu in
Mellieha. 

The Ta’ Penellu circuit
will also feature in the
third stage of the forth-
coming Tour of Malta start-
ing next Thursday. It was
an excellent idea from the
Malta Cycling Federation
to host this race prior to
the tour as it served as
some good preparation for
the local riders. 

Team Greens rider and
defending national cham-
pion Etienne
Bonello uncovered his
cards to win the hard
fought race in the final
climb. The race itself start-
ed fast with Mosta AF
Sign Studio going into
attack straight from the
gun as Adrian Sciberras
dashed past the peloton to
gain a good lead. 

Bonello’s team mate
Reuben Colombo worked
hard and led in the climbs
forcing riders to lose
ground; however it was in
the second lap that
Bonello and
Colombo pushed the ham-
mer down dropping most
of the peloton with just
Patrick Scicluna and
Maurice Formosa of
Mosta AF Sign Studio
holding on. 

The four riders kept
a steady pace through the
remaining laps until the
last climb where
Bonello took the lead from
the bottom and powered
his way up. Scicluna
attacked Bonello in the last
kilometre but it was to no
avail as Bonello reacted
immediately and jumped
off Scicluna’s wheel to ride
to the finish. Scicluna had
to settle for second and
Colombo in third.

Stephania Magri has
found her racing form to
win the ladies’ race
with Danica Spiteri follow-
ing her closely. 

Luigi Mifsud of Mosta had
his way amongst the
Juniors, Emanuel Bezzina of
Mosta was the first Master
home followed by Michael
Lia (Mosta) and Mark
Bugeja (Team Greens). 

Charles Sammut (Team
Greens) was unmatched
amongst the over 50 with
Philip Borg and Alfred
Camilleri of Qormi
just behind. 

The Under 15 race was
won by James Dimech with
Stephen Behan and Joseph
Borg all of Mosta AF Sign
Studio in second and third
place.

Cycling will continue with
the 14th International
Tour of Malta starting next
Thursday with the 30km
individual time trial on the
coast road route. 

CCyycclliinngg

Bonello
shows his
form before
the tour


